
Room 202 
English 10 

(email: richard.chen@juhsd.net) 
 

Please keep this document with you throughout the year 
 

Course Description: 
 
 English 10 is a college-prep course. The goal of this course is to become familiar with the 
following skills and concepts that will contribute to readiness for future high school classes, college, 
and life after education.  
 
Reading skills: 

- Students will learn to identify theme, analyze character, and analyze literary devices within a 
variety of literary works. 

- Students will develop research skills such as locating and assessing the credibility and 
usefulness of different sources. 

- Students will learn to identify genre and purpose within texts. 
- Students will learn to identify whether a text is written in an objective or subjective style, and 

infer bias. 
- Students will read articles and op-ed pieces, identifying their purpose, claims, points of view, 

credibility, and bias. 
 
Writing skills: 

- Students will learn to analyze different sources to synthesize an expository essay on a 
researched topic. 

- Students will learn to logically organize ideas and information within an essay.  
- Students will learn and practice writing a persuasive essay. 

 
These skills and concepts adhere to the standards outlined in the Jefferson Union High School District's 
Scope and Sequence, which can always be found at the following URL: 
https://sites.google.com/jeffersonunion.net/ssela. Alternately, these standards could be found by going 
to the district website at www.juhsd.net, clicking the link, “For Staff,” then “Scope and Sequence in 
Links.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grading: 
 
 This class does not use weighted grading. Your grade for this course is determined simply by 
the percentage of points you earned out of the total points value of work assigned in the semester. 
Typical in-class and short homework assignments for practice are worth 8 points and are graded using 
the following marks: 
 

+ 8 out of 8 points (A+) Assignment fully completed in a thorough and thoughtful manner. 

 6 out of 8 points (C) Assignment mostly completed, or fully completed but in a flawed manner. 

- 4 out of 8 points (F) Some of the assignment completed. 

O 0 out of 8 points (F) No meaningful progress made on assignment 

 
Quizzes, tests, and large assignments will generally be worth more than 8 points and graded according 
to their own scales. 
 
 

Class Materials: 
 
All students are expected to bring the following class materials every day. It is the student’s 
responsibility and nobody else’s to come to class with these materials. If you must borrow these 
materials from someone else, please borrow them during the “Do Now” activity for the day rather than 
after.  
 
- Pens with blue or black ink (have at least two, in case one runs out of ink or gets lost) 
- Spare binder paper 
- A system to keep and organize handouts, homework, notes, and other papers necessary for the class. 
(A three-ring binder dedicated to this class, or with a section dedicated to this class is recommended) 
- Journal in which to complete the daily “Do Now” assignment 
 
The following materials are prohibited in this class, and should be stored away during class so that 
nobody else in the room knows you have it. 
 
- Gum (you will be asked to spit any gum you are chewing in class into the trash) 
- Cell Phones and other electronics (Cell phones that are out or being used in class during an 
inappropriate time will be confiscated and taken to the dean or a vice principal, according to school 
policy) 
 
 

Assignments: 
 
All assignments turned in for a grade in this class must have the header on the top left corner of every 
sheet of paper on which the assignment was written or typed, unless I explicitly state otherwise. The 
header consists of your name, the class period, the date, and the name of the assignment. 
 
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and your responsibility to make 
up any work. If you missed a lesson, you should ask a trustworthy friend to explain the concepts to you 



OR ask me to help you at lunch or after school. I will be glad to take my time to help you unless I have 
a meeting or a prior engagement, but I may not remember who is absent from day to day and cannot 
know to help you if you do not ask. 
 
If you are asked to complete an assignment at home, that assignment must be finished and ready to be 
turned in or corrected at the bell at the beginning of the period when it is due. I may refuse to collect 
homework assignments that are not ready at the beginning of the period in which it is due. 
 
If you fail to complete an assignment on time, you may turn it in up to five school days late for half of 
the credit you would have earned had the assignment been completed on time. Late assignments should 
be handed directly to me with the word “Late” and the date they were turned in written on top. Never 
turn in late assignments by putting them into the bins. 
 
If you are absent on the day that an assignment is assigned or on the day an assigned is due, you have 
extra days equal to the number of days you were absent to turn in the assignment with no penalty. 
Assignments turned in late due to absence should have the word “Absent” and the date they were 
turned in written on top. As with other late work, please hand in these assignments directly to me. 
Never turn in absent assignments by putting them into the bins. 
 
 

Cheating:  
 
Any submitted assignment that displays any sign of cheating, such as plagiarism, will receive a score of 
0. An assignment of which only a part has been produced by cheating will receive a score of 0 as a 
whole. In the case that one student’s assignment has content plagiarized from another’s, they both 
receive scores of 0.  
 
The best policy is not to cheat or help anyone cheat. If you have difficulty with an assignment, I would 
welcome you to discuss your difficulty with me and, if necessary, request an exception, rather than 
attempt to cheat to get the assignment submitted. 
 
 

Discussion and Exceptions:  
 
If you feel that you need an exception to these policies, or you need to make a special request to me, 
please discuss it with me as early as possible, at a time that is not disruptive to the class. On most days, 
I will be in this room for at least one hour before classes start, over lunch, and for at least one hour after 
classes end. 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Signature: ___________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________ 
 
 


